Performance of CT colonography in clinical trials.
The amount of data accumulated in trials of CT colonography (CTC) has greatly increased in the past decade. The information from these studies is shaping clinical practice and public health policy regarding screening for colorectal cancer (CRC). This article examines the performance of CTC in clinical trials for individuals at average risk and increased risk for CRC. It also addresses the efficacy of CTC after incomplete colonoscopy, when colon preparations are reduced or eliminated, and in academic versus nonacademic environments. The data suggest that CTC is effective especially for the detection of larger lesions and when more advanced imaging technology is used.